






DR. BAEHR DISCOVERS GENE LINKED TO CHILDHOOD EYE DISEASE

Moran Eye Center researcher Wolfgang Baehr, Ph.D., in collaboration
with three other research teams, recently published an analysis of a
gene called “Retinal Dehydrogenase 12” (RDH12) in the Journal of
Biological Chemistry. Defects in the RDH12 gene can cause the devas-
tating childhood eye disease called “Leber Congenital Amaurosis”
(LCA), a degenerative disease that results in a severe loss of vision.
The researchers hope that this discovery will be an important part of
the puzzle leading to treatments for this blinding eye disease.
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Researchers at the John A. Moran Eye Center have identified a gene called HTRA1 that
contributes to a major risk of Age Related Macular Degeneration (AMD), the most com-
mon cause of irreversible vision loss in the developed world, affecting 50 million people. 

The discovery of this gene allows anyone to take a simple blood test to find out if they 
are up to 700% more likely to develop AMD than the average person. This is particularly
important for individuals who have a family history of blinding eye conditions.

Lead by Kang Zhang M.D., Ph.D., Director of the Division of Ophthalmic Genetics at the Moran Eye
Center and Associate Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences at the University of Utah, the study
was recently published in the journal Science. Funding for the study was provided by the National Institutes
of Health, The Foundation Fighting Blindness, Research to Prevent Blindness, The Ruth and Milton
Steinbach Fund, the Ronald McDonald House Charities and the Macular Vision Research Foundation.

Dr. Bradley J. Katz, M.D.,
Ph.D. has been awarded a
Jahnigen Career
Development Scholars 
Award by the American
Geriatrics Society. The
Jahnigen Award is funded 
by the John A. Hartford
Foundation and Atlantic
Philanthropies, and includes a two-year, $200,000
grant to help young faculty initiate and ultimately
sustain a career in research and education in the 
geriatrics aspects of his/her discipline. The award is
named for the late Dennis W. Jahnigen, M.D., a lead-
ing geriatrician, educator and advocate of introducing
geriatrics training into all medical specialty areas.

The award will allow Dr. Katz to carry out important
research on giant cell arthritis (GCA). Dr. Katz will
perform the research at the John A. Moran Eye
Center at the University of Utah with support from
Dr. Kathleen Digre, M.D., Professor of
Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences and Neurology,
and Dr. Mark Supiano, Chief of the Division of
Geriatrics. Dr. Katz will be collaborating with neuro-
ophthalmologists throughout the United States to
establish a GCA tissue bank at the Moran Eye Center.
Giant cell arthritis (GCA) is a type of vasculitis or
arthritis, a group of diseases whose typical feature is
inflammation of blood vessels.

Dr. Randall Olson was
recently honored with
the “Health Care
Heroes” award by Utah
Business, in the category
of Administrative
Achievement. This
award was created to honor the contributions 
of distinguished individuals and companies and
to recognize their excellence, innovation, and
contribution to quality of health care in Utah.
Dr. Olson is the John A. Moran Presidential
Professor and Chair of Ophthalmology and
Visual Sciences at the University of Utah,
School of Medicine. He is also the CEO of 
the John A. Moran Eye Center.

DR. APPLE INDUCTED INTO OPHTHALMOLOGY HALL OF FAME

David J. Apple, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology and Pathology and Director of the
David J. Apple Center for Ocular Biodevices at the John A. Moran Eye Center at the
University of Utah has been chosen by his peers out of more than 30,000 ophthalmologists
in the U.S. and abroad to be inducted into the prestigious American Society of
Cataract and Refractive Surgery (ASCRS) Ophthalmology Hall of Fame. Dr. Apple, 
to date the youngest inductee to be so honored, is a world-renowned expert in the
fields of clinical ophthalmology, ocular pathology, cataract surgery/intraocular lens (IOL)
implantation and refractive surgery, including corneal and IOL types of refractive surgery,

Excimer, PRK and LASIK research. Dr. Apple said this about the award: “This honor is very special to me
and I am grateful. I’m thankful for all those who have been so kind and helpful in my career, which has
been interrupted periodically by illness.”

Dr. Apple is uniquely distinguished by the fact that with this award he is now the only ophthalmologist
to have received the Binkhorst Lecture and medal in 1988, the Innovator’s (Kelman) award, 2005 and be
inducted into the Ophthalmology Hall of Fame. He is also the only American to have ever been selected
to give the European Guest lecture at the highly respected Oxford Ophthalmological Congress, Oxford,
U.K., 1998.

Cornea disease and refractive surgery specialist,
Majid Moshirfar, M.D., F.A.C.S., of the John A.
Moran Eye Center at the University of Utah performed
the first ever laser-based cornea transplant in Utah
on April 20, 2007. The procedure is called
IntraLase-Enabled Keratoplasty™ (IEK™). The
IntraLase laser is the first laser in the U.S. used 
to create corneal incisions for full-thickness corneal
transplants. This achievement continues the 
tradition of leading-edge firsts by the world-
renowned Moran Eye Center in Salt Lake City. 
The Moran Eye Center was also the first eye center
in Utah to use implantable contact lenses, perform
custom LASIK, implant artificial corneas, treat
vision correction with LASEK, and perform corneal

transplants using the
Intralase-Enabled Keratoplasty
(IEK) technique.

Specialists in Corneal Disease
& Refractive Surgery at the
Moran Eye Center include:
Mark D. Mifflin, M.D.,

Geoffrey Tabin, M.D. and Majid Moshirfar, M.D.,
F.A.C.S. Research into Glaucoma is also being done at
the Moran Eye Center by Norm Zabriskie, M.D., and
in the Zhang Laboratory, by Kang Zhang, M.D., Ph.D.

DR. ZHANG AND RESEARCH TEAM DISCOVER 
GENE LINKED TO MACULAR DEGENERATION

MORAN SURGEON PERFORMS 
FIRST LASER BASED CORNEA 
TRANSPLANT IN UTAH

DR. KATZ RECEIVES JAHNIGEN 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARD

DR. OLSON RECEIVES AWARD

MEET DR. CHERUKURI

Dr. Sudhakar Cherukuri, M.D., is the new supervisor
of the Triage Clinic at the Moran Eye Center. He
will be managing inpatient consultations, teaching
residents and medical students, and building an
ophthalmology practice. Dr. Cherukuri attended the
University of Michigan where he did his undergrad-
uate work, received a Masters in Public Health and
his M.D. He completed residency training at Henry
Ford Hospital in Detroit. The Triage Clinic serves as
the walk-in emergency eye care clinic for the Moran
Eye Center. Welcome Dr. Cherukuri, we’re glad
you’re part of the Moran family.

DR. JONES RECEIVES RPB AWARD

Moran Research Assistant Professor, Bryan Jones,
Ph.D. was recently awarded the prestigious Research to
Prevent Blindness Career Development Award. This
award is designed to support promising junior ophthal-
mology faculty. Dr. Jones’ research in the laboratory of
Dr. Robert Marc has been critical to understanding the
nature and extent of pathology seen in retinal degener-
ative diseases such as retinitis pigmentosa and macular
degeneration, now known as reti-
nal remodeling. Dr. Jones says, “I
hope to be able to honor this
award and its intent with some
exciting new work over the next
few years that will help to mitigate
blinding diseases and possibly bet-
ter inform vision rescue strategies.”

Dr. Cherukuri at Moran Triage Clinic exam.
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